An advantage of the use of radioautography of axonally transported proteins to trace neuroanatomical pathways is its precision and selectivity. Only cell bodies at the site of injection incorporate the precursor, so that axons of passage are not affected 1,9,11. The selectivity of the method is thus limited only by the size of the injection site. In studies of the goldfish visual system, injection is made into the vitreous humor 10, and the use of [SH]proline has been demonstrated to be a particularly suitable precursor3,11. The ganglion cell bodies synthesize labeled protein, which is then transported to the brain via the optic nerve.
